
The Bellman / Town Crier, Julian Tubb blows the Constable’s horn to summon the commoners to court

Hocktide
in the Royal County of Berkshire

AT HUNGERFORD

It was a medieval English festival and Hock Tuesday 
was an important term day when rents were payable. 
Until the 16th century Hocktide was widely celebrated in 
England the week after Easter. As of 2017, Hungerford is 
one of the few places where the tradition still survives. 

The festival was somewhat modified to celebrate the 
patronage of the Duchy of Lancaster. John of Gaunt, 
the 1st Duke of Lancaster, granted the permission to fish 
in the River Kennet to the commoners of Hungerford. 
This was in addition to the grazing rights granted by his 
grand-father, King Edward I.

During the 16th Century, the Duchy attempted to regain 
the lucrative fishing rights which led to a legal battle 
and the case was eventually settled in the commoners’ 
favour, after appealing to Queen Elizabeth I.

Hocktide in Hungerford now combines the ceremonial 
collecting of the quit rents, exchanging of kisses and 

Hocktide is an ancient term used to 
denote the Monday and Tuesday of 
the second week after Easter. 

oranges as well as the important business carried out 
during the sitting of the Hocktide court. 

The festivities start a week after Good Friday when 
the macaroni supper is held. This is attended by the 
constable and officers of the Hocktide court. 

The macaroni supper is used to mark the end of the quit 
rent year when all the tolls and fines had to be paid. 
Any outstanding bills were paid from the common 
Coffer after which the constable bought supper for the 
officers.  Today, there is no bookkeeping at the macaroni 
supper. Instead it is used to choose and nominate the 
officeholders for the coming year as well as the making 
of the Hocktide Plantagenet punch which is a tightly 
guarded secret recipe!  

On Hocktide Monday the ever popular Ale tasting takes 
place. Officially known as the “assize of bread and ale”. 
This event dates back to the 13th century where ale 
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Hocktide is an ancient term used to 
denote the Monday and Tuesday of the 
second week after Easter.
It was a mediaeval English festival and Hock Tuesday was 
an important term day when rents were payable. Until the 
16th century Hocktide was widely celebrated in England the 
week after Easter. As of 2017, Hungerford is one of the few 
places where the tradition still survives. 

The festival was somewhat modifi ed to celebrate the 
patronage of the Duchy of Lancaster. John of Gaunt, the 
1st Duke of Lancaster, granted the permission to fi sh in 
the River Kennet to the commoners of Hungerford. This was 
in addition to the grazing rights granted by his grand-father, 
King Edward I.

During the 16th Century, the Duchy attempted to regain the 
lucrative fi shing rights which led to a legal battle and the 
case was eventually settled in the commoners’ favour, after 
appealing to Queen Elizabeth I.

Hocktide in Hungerford now combines the ceremonial 
collecting of the quit rents, exchanging of kisses and 

oranges as well as the important business carried out during 
the sitting of the Hocktide court. 

The festivities start a week after Good Friday when the 
macaroni supper is held. This is attended by the constable 
and offi cers of the Hocktide court. 

The macaroni supper is used to mark the end of the quit 
rent year when all the tolls and fi nes had to be paid. Any 
outstanding bills were paid from the common Coffer after 
which the constable bought supper for the offi cers.  Today, 
there is no bookkeeping at the macaroni supper. Instead it is 
used to choose and nominate the offi ceholders for the coming 
year as well as the making of the Hocktide Plantagenet punch 
which has a tightly guarded secret recipe!  

On Hocktide Monday the ever popular Ale tasting takes 
place. Offi cially known as the “assize of bread and ale”. This 
event dates back to the 13th century where ale tasters in every 
town and village regulated the quality of the local brew. 



tasters in every town and village regulated the quality 
of the local brew. In Hungerford, this was a role that was 
taken on following that of Tuttiman.

This tradition is still upheld. The ale tasters gather barrels 
of beer, generously donated by local pubs and brewers. 
The ale tasters have pewter tankards that are quart sized 
(2pints) which are used especially for this occasion.  
The Ale Tasters invite all commoners, along with local 
dignitaries to sample up to 12 or more brews. All the 
barrels are laid out. The Ale tasters give their report and 
pronounce on the Ale. They give the accolade “We have 
tasted this Ale and it is a goodly brew”. Bread, cheese 
and other foods are offered during the evening. This 

event is always very popular and a good starting point 
to the following days’ proceedings. 

The following morning celebrations start at 8am 
when the Bellman/Towncrier blows the Lucas horn to 
summon the commoners to the Hocktide court. Those 
commoners that couldn’t attend court were traditionally 
fined a penny avoid the loss of their rights. 

At 9am, the two tithing men, or women, known as 
“Tuttimen”, are sent on their way by the Constable, 
to visit all the commoner properties; often dressed 
in morning suits and top hats. They carry long poles 
decorated with spring flowers and ribbons, in blue, silver 
and yellow. These were traditionally used as nose 
gays as some properties were not the sweetest smelling 
establishments! The Tuttimen’s role is to collect a penny 
tip as thank you for keeping the peace within the town 
during their year of office. Should the household not 
produce a tip they would demand a kiss, and possible 
a fondle from the lady of the house. Traditionally, the 
Tuttiman were honourable folk, and they would collect 
their tips and throw the head-pennies to the paupers 
and beggars in the town. This later became a tradition 
of throwing pennies for local children to collect.

The Tuttimen are accompanied by the Orange Man. His 
role is to carry the oranges which the Tuttimen hand 
out to the commoners. The significance or Oranges is in 
recognition of the town’s support of William of Orange, 

who negotiated terms in which he 
would reign as King William III, with 
his wife Queen Mary. Negotiations 
were agreed in the Bear Hotel on 
8th November 1688. 

The Orange Man guides the Tuttimen 
to all the commoner properties they 
need to visit during the day. The 
group is accompanied by the Tutti 
wenches who are chosen from the 
John O’Gaunt school.  

The Tuttimen start from the town 
hall steps and cross the road to 
visit the first commoner property. 
After they’ve left, the Constable 
and fellow officers proceed to the 
Hocktide court which is held in the 
Town Hall chamber. 

One week before Hocktide the commoners are 
summoned by the Bellman to pick out names to serve 
as jurors. All commoners’ names are put in the Bellman’s 
hat, and are pulled out by straw poll.   

At the Hocktide court, the Constable takes the chair, 
and the jury select a Foreman, Middleman and Endman. 

The “Steward of the Hocktide court” reads over the rules 
governing the fishing and grazing rights. Any proposed 
amendments to the rules are presented to the jury, 
together with proposals for officers for the next year. 

THE ROLES OF OFFICE  
(IN ASCENDING ORDER)

• Tuttiman 

• Ale Taster 

• Water bailiffs and Overseers of the common Port 
 Down. These are commoners who have been 
 Tuttimen and Ale tasters, and they are responsible, 
 along with the trustees for the management and 
 upkeep of the fishery and common. 

• Bailiff – The person in charge of law and order 
 in the town

• Portrieve – The person in charge of the 
 commoners’ Quit rent role

• Constable – the most senior role of all commoners. 
 This is a prestigious position, and ultimately makes 
 decisions based on the advice of all the office 
 holders and trustees.

Other roles include Steward of the Hocktide Court, 
Bellman and Assistant Bailiff, three Keepers of the 
Keys, Blacksmith, Tasters of Flesh and Fish, 
Searchers and Sealers of Leather, and Hayward. 

All these roles are voluntary and with no 
remuneration.

The proposals are put forward by the Foreman, then the 
“Middleman” and “Endman” of the jury agree, with the 
words “I concur”. 

With the business of the Hocktide court completed, the 
Constable gives a synopsis of the previous year’s work, 
followed by the Steward dismissing the jury, with the 
words “All manner of Persons, that have appeared this 
Day at this Court may hence depart and keep their Day 
and Hour again upon a new Summons.”

All the officers of the. Hocktide court are elected, or 
co-opted to serve with the 10 elected trustees on 
the committees responsible for the management of 
the common, and the rivers Kennet and Dun. The 
commoners, officers and trustees collectively form the 
charity known as “The Town and Manor of Hungerford 
and the liberty of Sanden Fee”. 

After Hocktide court, a luncheon takes place in the 
Corn Exchange (owned by the Town and Manor), for 
the officers, commoners and guests. The Constable and 
their guests are welcomed into the room with applause. 
The Tuttimen are applauded into the room, after a hard 
morning’s work collecting tithes. Traditionally local beef 
and trout are on the menu, followed by the Plantagenet 
punch. The quality of the ale is pronounced by the Ale 
tasters before lunch is served. The Constable usually 
invites a prestigious guest to speak after the meal as 
well as toasts, given by commoners and guests. These 
include a toast to the “immortal memory of John 
O’Gaunt “ 

Hocktide AT HUNGERFORD Hocktide AT HUNGERFORD

tasters in every town and village regulated the quality 
of the local brew. In Hungerford, this was a role that was 
taken on following that of Tuttiman.

This tradition is still upheld. The ale tasters gather barrels 
of beer, generously donated by local pubs and brewers. 
The ale tasters have pewter tankards that are quart sized 
(2pints) which are used especially for this occasion.  
The Ale Tasters invite all commoners, along with local 
dignitaries to sample up to 12 or more brews. All the 
barrels are laid out. The Ale tasters give their report and 
pronounce on the Ale. They give the accolade “We have 
tasted this Ale and it is a goodly brew”. Bread, cheese 
and other foods are offered during the evening. This 

event is always very popular and a good starting point 
to the following days’ proceedings. 

The following morning celebrations start at 8am 
when the Bellman/Towncrier blows the Lucas horn to 
summon the commoners to the Hocktide court. Those 
commoners that couldn’t attend court were traditionally 
fined a penny avoid the loss of their rights. 

At 9am, the two tithing men, or women, known as 
“Tuttimen”, are sent on their way by the Constable, 
to visit all the commoner properties; often dressed 
in morning suits and top hats. They carry long poles 
decorated with spring flowers and ribbons, in blue, silver 
and yellow. These were traditionally used as nose 
gays as some properties were not the sweetest smelling 
establishments! The Tuttimen’s role is to collect a penny 
tip as thank you for keeping the peace within the town 
during their year of office. Should the household not 
produce a tip they would demand a kiss, and possible 
a fondle from the lady of the house. Traditionally, the 
Tuttiman were honourable folk, and they would collect 
their tips and throw the head-pennies to the paupers 
and beggars in the town. This later became a tradition 
of throwing pennies for local children to collect.

The Tuttimen are accompanied by the Orange Man. His 
role is to carry the oranges which the Tuttimen hand 
out to the commoners. The significance or Oranges is in 
recognition of the town’s support of William of Orange, 

who negotiated terms in which he 
would reign as King William III, with 
his wife Queen Mary. Negotiations 
were agreed in the Bear Hotel on 
8th November 1688. 

The Orange Man guides the Tuttimen 
to all the commoner properties they 
need to visit during the day. The 
group is accompanied by the Tutti 
wenches who are chosen from the 
John O’Gaunt school.  

The Tuttimen start from the town 
hall steps and cross the road to 
visit the first commoner property. 
After they’ve left, the Constable 
and fellow officers proceed to the 
Hocktide court which is held in the 
Town Hall chamber. 

One week before Hocktide the commoners are 
summoned by the Bellman to pick out names to serve 
as jurors. All commoners’ names are put in the Bellman’s 
hat, and are pulled out by straw poll.   

At the Hocktide court, the Constable takes the chair, 
and the jury select a Foreman, Middleman and Endman. 

The “Steward of the Hocktide court” reads over the rules 
governing the fishing and grazing rights. Any proposed 
amendments to the rules are presented to the jury, 
together with proposals for officers for the next year. 

THE ROLES OF OFFICE  
(IN ASCENDING ORDER)

• Tuttiman 

• Ale Taster 

• Water bailiffs and Overseers of the common Port 
 Down. These are commoners who have been 
 Tuttimen and Ale tasters, and they are responsible, 
 along with the trustees for the management and 
 upkeep of the fishery and common. 

• Bailiff – The person in charge of law and order 
 in the town

• Portrieve – The person in charge of the 
 commoners’ Quit rent role

• Constable – the most senior role of all commoners. 
 This is a prestigious position, and ultimately makes 
 decisions based on the advice of all the office 
 holders and trustees.

Other roles include Steward of the Hocktide Court, 
Bellman and Assistant Bailiff, three Keepers of the 
Keys, Blacksmith, Tasters of Flesh and Fish, 
Searchers and Sealers of Leather, and Hayward. 

All these roles are voluntary and with no 
remuneration.

The proposals are put forward by the Foreman, then the 
“Middleman” and “Endman” of the jury agree, with the 
words “I concur”. 

With the business of the Hocktide court completed, the 
Constable gives a synopsis of the previous year’s work, 
followed by the Steward dismissing the jury, with the 
words “All manner of Persons, that have appeared this 
Day at this Court may hence depart and keep their Day 
and Hour again upon a new Summons.”

All the officers of the. Hocktide court are elected, or 
co-opted to serve with the 10 elected trustees on 
the committees responsible for the management of 
the common, and the rivers Kennet and Dun. The 
commoners, officers and trustees collectively form the 
charity known as “The Town and Manor of Hungerford 
and the liberty of Sanden Fee”. 

After Hocktide court, a luncheon takes place in the 
Corn Exchange (owned by the Town and Manor), for 
the officers, commoners and guests. The Constable and 
their guests are welcomed into the room with applause. 
The Tuttimen are applauded into the room, after a hard 
morning’s work collecting tithes. Traditionally local beef 
and trout are on the menu, followed by the Plantagenet 
punch. The quality of the ale is pronounced by the Ale 
tasters before lunch is served. The Constable usually 
invites a prestigious guest to speak after the meal as 
well as toasts, given by commoners and guests. These 
include a toast to the “immortal memory of John 
O’Gaunt “ 

Hocktide AT HUNGERFORD Hocktide AT HUNGERFORD

The Bellman / Town Crier, Julian Tubb, Constable Ellie Dickins and Ale 
Tasters Ed Sackville and Bruce Mayhew, pronounce on the ale

The Constable, Ellie Dickins, sends the Tuttimen on their way to visit the commoners, along with 
the Orange Man and Tutti Wenches
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The Tuttimen are applauded into the room, after a hard 
morning’s work collecting tithes. Traditionally local beef 
and trout are on the menu, followed by the Plantagenet 
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In Hungerford, this was a role that was taken on following 
that of Tuttiman.

This tradition is still upheld. The ale tasters gather barrels 
of beer, generously donated by local pubs and brewers. 
The ale tasters have pewter tankards that are quart sized 
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Tasters invite all commoners, along with local dignitaries to 
sample up to 12 or more brews. All the barrels are laid out. 
The Ale tasters give their report and pronounce on the Ale. 
They give the accolade “We have tasted this Ale and it is 
a goodly brew”. Bread, cheese and other foods are offered 
during the evening. This event is always very popular and a 
good starting point to the following days’ proceedings. 

The next  morning celebrations start at 8am when the 
Bellman/Towncrier blows the Lucas horn to summon the 
commoners to the Hocktide court. Those commoners that 
couldn’t attend court were traditionally fi ned a penny to 
avoid the loss of their rights. 

At 9am, the two tithing men, or women, known as 
“Tuttimen”, are sent on their way by the Constable, to visit 
all the commoner properties; often dressed in morning suits 
and top hats. They carry long poles decorated with spring 
fl owers and ribbons, in blue, silver and yellow. These were 
traditionally used as nose gays as some properties were 
not the sweetest smelling establishments! The Tuttimen’s 
role is to collect a penny tip as thank you for keeping the 
peace within the town during their year of offi ce. Should the 
household not produce a tip they would demand a kiss, and 
possible a fondle from the lady of the house. Traditionally, 
the Tuttimen were honourable folk, and they would collect 
their tips and throw the head-pennies to the paupers and 
beggars in the town. This later became a tradition of throwing 
pennies for local children to collect.

The Tuttimen are accompanied by the Orange Man. His role 
is to carry the oranges which the Tuttimen hand out to the 
commoners. The signifi cance of oranges is in recognition 
of the town’s support of William of Orange, who negotiated 
terms in which he would reign as King William III, with 
his wife Queen Mary. Negotiations were agreed in the Bear 
Hotel on 8th November 1688. 

The Orange Man guides the Tuttimen to all the commoner 
properties they need to visit during the 
day. The group is accompanied by the 
Tutti wenches who are chosen from 
the John O’Gaunt school.  

The Tuttimen start from the Town Hall 
steps and cross the road to visit the 
fi rst commoner property. After they’ve 
left, the Constable and fellow offi cers 
proceed to the Hocktide court which is 
held in the Town Hall chamber. 

One week before Hocktide the 
commoners’ are summoned by the 
Bellman to pick out names to serve as 
jurors. All commoners’ names are put 
in the Bellman’s hat, and are pulled 
out by straw poll.   
At the Hocktide court, the Constable 
takes the chair, and the jury select 



tasters in every town and village regulated the quality 
of the local brew. In Hungerford, this was a role that was 
taken on following that of Tuttiman.

This tradition is still upheld. The ale tasters gather barrels 
of beer, generously donated by local pubs and brewers. 
The ale tasters have pewter tankards that are quart sized 
(2pints) which are used especially for this occasion.  
The Ale Tasters invite all commoners, along with local 
dignitaries to sample up to 12 or more brews. All the 
barrels are laid out. The Ale tasters give their report and 
pronounce on the Ale. They give the accolade “We have 
tasted this Ale and it is a goodly brew”. Bread, cheese 
and other foods are offered during the evening. This 

event is always very popular and a good starting point 
to the following days’ proceedings. 

The following morning celebrations start at 8am 
when the Bellman/Towncrier blows the Lucas horn to 
summon the commoners to the Hocktide court. Those 
commoners that couldn’t attend court were traditionally 
fined a penny avoid the loss of their rights. 

At 9am, the two tithing men, or women, known as 
“Tuttimen”, are sent on their way by the Constable, 
to visit all the commoner properties; often dressed 
in morning suits and top hats. They carry long poles 
decorated with spring flowers and ribbons, in blue, silver 
and yellow. These were traditionally used as nose 
gays as some properties were not the sweetest smelling 
establishments! The Tuttimen’s role is to collect a penny 
tip as thank you for keeping the peace within the town 
during their year of office. Should the household not 
produce a tip they would demand a kiss, and possible 
a fondle from the lady of the house. Traditionally, the 
Tuttiman were honourable folk, and they would collect 
their tips and throw the head-pennies to the paupers 
and beggars in the town. This later became a tradition 
of throwing pennies for local children to collect.

The Tuttimen are accompanied by the Orange Man. His 
role is to carry the oranges which the Tuttimen hand 
out to the commoners. The significance or Oranges is in 
recognition of the town’s support of William of Orange, 

who negotiated terms in which he 
would reign as King William III, with 
his wife Queen Mary. Negotiations 
were agreed in the Bear Hotel on 
8th November 1688. 

The Orange Man guides the Tuttimen 
to all the commoner properties they 
need to visit during the day. The 
group is accompanied by the Tutti 
wenches who are chosen from the 
John O’Gaunt school.  

The Tuttimen start from the town 
hall steps and cross the road to 
visit the first commoner property. 
After they’ve left, the Constable 
and fellow officers proceed to the 
Hocktide court which is held in the 
Town Hall chamber. 

One week before Hocktide the commoners are 
summoned by the Bellman to pick out names to serve 
as jurors. All commoners’ names are put in the Bellman’s 
hat, and are pulled out by straw poll.   

At the Hocktide court, the Constable takes the chair, 
and the jury select a Foreman, Middleman and Endman. 

The “Steward of the Hocktide court” reads over the rules 
governing the fishing and grazing rights. Any proposed 
amendments to the rules are presented to the jury, 
together with proposals for officers for the next year. 

THE ROLES OF OFFICE  
(IN ASCENDING ORDER)

• Tuttiman 

• Ale Taster 

• Water bailiffs and Overseers of the common Port 
 Down. These are commoners who have been 
 Tuttimen and Ale tasters, and they are responsible, 
 along with the trustees for the management and 
 upkeep of the fishery and common. 

• Bailiff – The person in charge of law and order 
 in the town

• Portrieve – The person in charge of the 
 commoners’ Quit rent role

• Constable – the most senior role of all commoners. 
 This is a prestigious position, and ultimately makes 
 decisions based on the advice of all the office 
 holders and trustees.

Other roles include Steward of the Hocktide Court, 
Bellman and Assistant Bailiff, three Keepers of the 
Keys, Blacksmith, Tasters of Flesh and Fish, 
Searchers and Sealers of Leather, and Hayward. 

All these roles are voluntary and with no 
remuneration.

The proposals are put forward by the Foreman, then the 
“Middleman” and “Endman” of the jury agree, with the 
words “I concur”. 

With the business of the Hocktide court completed, the 
Constable gives a synopsis of the previous year’s work, 
followed by the Steward dismissing the jury, with the 
words “All manner of Persons, that have appeared this 
Day at this Court may hence depart and keep their Day 
and Hour again upon a new Summons.”

All the officers of the. Hocktide court are elected, or 
co-opted to serve with the 10 elected trustees on 
the committees responsible for the management of 
the common, and the rivers Kennet and Dun. The 
commoners, officers and trustees collectively form the 
charity known as “The Town and Manor of Hungerford 
and the liberty of Sanden Fee”. 

After Hocktide court, a luncheon takes place in the 
Corn Exchange (owned by the Town and Manor), for 
the officers, commoners and guests. The Constable and 
their guests are welcomed into the room with applause. 
The Tuttimen are applauded into the room, after a hard 
morning’s work collecting tithes. Traditionally local beef 
and trout are on the menu, followed by the Plantagenet 
punch. The quality of the ale is pronounced by the Ale 
tasters before lunch is served. The Constable usually 
invites a prestigious guest to speak after the meal as 
well as toasts, given by commoners and guests. These 
include a toast to the “immortal memory of John 
O’Gaunt “ 
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Handing over the role of Steward of the Hocktide Court from Robert 
James to Greg Furr in 2017

tasters in every town and village regulated the quality 
of the local brew. In Hungerford, this was a role that was 
taken on following that of Tuttiman.

This tradition is still upheld. The ale tasters gather barrels 
of beer, generously donated by local pubs and brewers. 
The ale tasters have pewter tankards that are quart sized 
(2pints) which are used especially for this occasion.  
The Ale Tasters invite all commoners, along with local 
dignitaries to sample up to 12 or more brews. All the 
barrels are laid out. The Ale tasters give their report and 
pronounce on the Ale. They give the accolade “We have 
tasted this Ale and it is a goodly brew”. Bread, cheese 
and other foods are offered during the evening. This 

event is always very popular and a good starting point 
to the following days’ proceedings. 

The following morning celebrations start at 8am 
when the Bellman/Towncrier blows the Lucas horn to 
summon the commoners to the Hocktide court. Those 
commoners that couldn’t attend court were traditionally 
fined a penny avoid the loss of their rights. 

At 9am, the two tithing men, or women, known as 
“Tuttimen”, are sent on their way by the Constable, 
to visit all the commoner properties; often dressed 
in morning suits and top hats. They carry long poles 
decorated with spring flowers and ribbons, in blue, silver 
and yellow. These were traditionally used as nose 
gays as some properties were not the sweetest smelling 
establishments! The Tuttimen’s role is to collect a penny 
tip as thank you for keeping the peace within the town 
during their year of office. Should the household not 
produce a tip they would demand a kiss, and possible 
a fondle from the lady of the house. Traditionally, the 
Tuttiman were honourable folk, and they would collect 
their tips and throw the head-pennies to the paupers 
and beggars in the town. This later became a tradition 
of throwing pennies for local children to collect.

The Tuttimen are accompanied by the Orange Man. His 
role is to carry the oranges which the Tuttimen hand 
out to the commoners. The significance or Oranges is in 
recognition of the town’s support of William of Orange, 

who negotiated terms in which he 
would reign as King William III, with 
his wife Queen Mary. Negotiations 
were agreed in the Bear Hotel on 
8th November 1688. 

The Orange Man guides the Tuttimen 
to all the commoner properties they 
need to visit during the day. The 
group is accompanied by the Tutti 
wenches who are chosen from the 
John O’Gaunt school.  

The Tuttimen start from the town 
hall steps and cross the road to 
visit the first commoner property. 
After they’ve left, the Constable 
and fellow officers proceed to the 
Hocktide court which is held in the 
Town Hall chamber. 

One week before Hocktide the commoners are 
summoned by the Bellman to pick out names to serve 
as jurors. All commoners’ names are put in the Bellman’s 
hat, and are pulled out by straw poll.   

At the Hocktide court, the Constable takes the chair, 
and the jury select a Foreman, Middleman and Endman. 

The “Steward of the Hocktide court” reads over the rules 
governing the fishing and grazing rights. Any proposed 
amendments to the rules are presented to the jury, 
together with proposals for officers for the next year. 

THE ROLES OF OFFICE  
(IN ASCENDING ORDER)

• Tuttiman 

• Ale Taster 

• Water bailiffs and Overseers of the common Port 
 Down. These are commoners who have been 
 Tuttimen and Ale tasters, and they are responsible, 
 along with the trustees for the management and 
 upkeep of the fishery and common. 

• Bailiff – The person in charge of law and order 
 in the town

• Portrieve – The person in charge of the 
 commoners’ Quit rent role

• Constable – the most senior role of all commoners. 
 This is a prestigious position, and ultimately makes 
 decisions based on the advice of all the office 
 holders and trustees.

Other roles include Steward of the Hocktide Court, 
Bellman and Assistant Bailiff, three Keepers of the 
Keys, Blacksmith, Tasters of Flesh and Fish, 
Searchers and Sealers of Leather, and Hayward. 

All these roles are voluntary and with no 
remuneration.

The proposals are put forward by the Foreman, then the 
“Middleman” and “Endman” of the jury agree, with the 
words “I concur”. 

With the business of the Hocktide court completed, the 
Constable gives a synopsis of the previous year’s work, 
followed by the Steward dismissing the jury, with the 
words “All manner of Persons, that have appeared this 
Day at this Court may hence depart and keep their Day 
and Hour again upon a new Summons.”

All the officers of the. Hocktide court are elected, or 
co-opted to serve with the 10 elected trustees on 
the committees responsible for the management of 
the common, and the rivers Kennet and Dun. The 
commoners, officers and trustees collectively form the 
charity known as “The Town and Manor of Hungerford 
and the liberty of Sanden Fee”. 

After Hocktide court, a luncheon takes place in the 
Corn Exchange (owned by the Town and Manor), for 
the officers, commoners and guests. The Constable and 
their guests are welcomed into the room with applause. 
The Tuttimen are applauded into the room, after a hard 
morning’s work collecting tithes. Traditionally local beef 
and trout are on the menu, followed by the Plantagenet 
punch. The quality of the ale is pronounced by the Ale 
tasters before lunch is served. The Constable usually 
invites a prestigious guest to speak after the meal as 
well as toasts, given by commoners and guests. These 
include a toast to the “immortal memory of John 
O’Gaunt “ 
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Tuttimen Lesley Bradley and Bruce Mayhew in the High Street

tasters in every town and village regulated the quality 
of the local brew. In Hungerford, this was a role that was 
taken on following that of Tuttiman.

This tradition is still upheld. The ale tasters gather barrels 
of beer, generously donated by local pubs and brewers. 
The ale tasters have pewter tankards that are quart sized 
(2pints) which are used especially for this occasion.  
The Ale Tasters invite all commoners, along with local 
dignitaries to sample up to 12 or more brews. All the 
barrels are laid out. The Ale tasters give their report and 
pronounce on the Ale. They give the accolade “We have 
tasted this Ale and it is a goodly brew”. Bread, cheese 
and other foods are offered during the evening. This 

event is always very popular and a good starting point 
to the following days’ proceedings. 

The following morning celebrations start at 8am 
when the Bellman/Towncrier blows the Lucas horn to 
summon the commoners to the Hocktide court. Those 
commoners that couldn’t attend court were traditionally 
fined a penny avoid the loss of their rights. 

At 9am, the two tithing men, or women, known as 
“Tuttimen”, are sent on their way by the Constable, 
to visit all the commoner properties; often dressed 
in morning suits and top hats. They carry long poles 
decorated with spring flowers and ribbons, in blue, silver 
and yellow. These were traditionally used as nose 
gays as some properties were not the sweetest smelling 
establishments! The Tuttimen’s role is to collect a penny 
tip as thank you for keeping the peace within the town 
during their year of office. Should the household not 
produce a tip they would demand a kiss, and possible 
a fondle from the lady of the house. Traditionally, the 
Tuttiman were honourable folk, and they would collect 
their tips and throw the head-pennies to the paupers 
and beggars in the town. This later became a tradition 
of throwing pennies for local children to collect.

The Tuttimen are accompanied by the Orange Man. His 
role is to carry the oranges which the Tuttimen hand 
out to the commoners. The significance or Oranges is in 
recognition of the town’s support of William of Orange, 

who negotiated terms in which he 
would reign as King William III, with 
his wife Queen Mary. Negotiations 
were agreed in the Bear Hotel on 
8th November 1688. 

The Orange Man guides the Tuttimen 
to all the commoner properties they 
need to visit during the day. The 
group is accompanied by the Tutti 
wenches who are chosen from the 
John O’Gaunt school.  

The Tuttimen start from the town 
hall steps and cross the road to 
visit the first commoner property. 
After they’ve left, the Constable 
and fellow officers proceed to the 
Hocktide court which is held in the 
Town Hall chamber. 

One week before Hocktide the commoners are 
summoned by the Bellman to pick out names to serve 
as jurors. All commoners’ names are put in the Bellman’s 
hat, and are pulled out by straw poll.   

At the Hocktide court, the Constable takes the chair, 
and the jury select a Foreman, Middleman and Endman. 

The “Steward of the Hocktide court” reads over the rules 
governing the fishing and grazing rights. Any proposed 
amendments to the rules are presented to the jury, 
together with proposals for officers for the next year. 

THE ROLES OF OFFICE  
(IN ASCENDING ORDER)

• Tuttiman 

• Ale Taster 

• Water bailiffs and Overseers of the common Port 
 Down. These are commoners who have been 
 Tuttimen and Ale tasters, and they are responsible, 
 along with the trustees for the management and 
 upkeep of the fishery and common. 

• Bailiff – The person in charge of law and order 
 in the town

• Portrieve – The person in charge of the 
 commoners’ Quit rent role

• Constable – the most senior role of all commoners. 
 This is a prestigious position, and ultimately makes 
 decisions based on the advice of all the office 
 holders and trustees.

Other roles include Steward of the Hocktide Court, 
Bellman and Assistant Bailiff, three Keepers of the 
Keys, Blacksmith, Tasters of Flesh and Fish, 
Searchers and Sealers of Leather, and Hayward. 

All these roles are voluntary and with no 
remuneration.

The proposals are put forward by the Foreman, then the 
“Middleman” and “Endman” of the jury agree, with the 
words “I concur”. 

With the business of the Hocktide court completed, the 
Constable gives a synopsis of the previous year’s work, 
followed by the Steward dismissing the jury, with the 
words “All manner of Persons, that have appeared this 
Day at this Court may hence depart and keep their Day 
and Hour again upon a new Summons.”

All the officers of the. Hocktide court are elected, or 
co-opted to serve with the 10 elected trustees on 
the committees responsible for the management of 
the common, and the rivers Kennet and Dun. The 
commoners, officers and trustees collectively form the 
charity known as “The Town and Manor of Hungerford 
and the liberty of Sanden Fee”. 

After Hocktide court, a luncheon takes place in the 
Corn Exchange (owned by the Town and Manor), for 
the officers, commoners and guests. The Constable and 
their guests are welcomed into the room with applause. 
The Tuttimen are applauded into the room, after a hard 
morning’s work collecting tithes. Traditionally local beef 
and trout are on the menu, followed by the Plantagenet 
punch. The quality of the ale is pronounced by the Ale 
tasters before lunch is served. The Constable usually 
invites a prestigious guest to speak after the meal as 
well as toasts, given by commoners and guests. These 
include a toast to the “immortal memory of John 
O’Gaunt “ 
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a Foreman, Middleman and Endman. The “Steward of the 
Hocktide court” reads over the rules governing the fi shing 
and grazing rights. Any proposed amendments to the rules 
are presented to the jury, together with proposals for offi cers 
for the next year. 

The proposals are put forward by the Foreman, then the 
“Middleman” and “Endman” of the jury agree, with the 
words “I concur”.

With the business of the Hocktide court completed, the 
Constable gives a synopsis of the previous year’s work, 
followed by the Steward dismissing the jury, with the words 
“All manner of Persons, that have appeared this Day at this 
Court may hence depart and keep their Day and Hour again 
upon a new Summons”.
 
All the offi cers of the. Hocktide court are elected, or co-
opted to serve with the 10 elected trustees on the committees 
responsible for the management of the common, and the 
rivers Kennet and Dun. The commoners, offi cers and 
trustees collectively form the charity known as “The Town 
and Manor of Hungerford and the liberty of Sanden Fee”. 

After Hocktide court, a luncheon takes place in the Corn 
Exchange (owned by the Town and Manor), for the offi cers, 
commoners and guests. The Constable and their guests 
are welcomed into the room with applause. The Tuttimen 
are applauded into the room, after a hard morning’s work 
collecting tithes. Traditionally local beef and trout are on 
the menu, followed by the Plantagenet punch. The quality 
of the ale is pronounced by the Ale tasters before lunch is 
served. The Constable usually invites a prestigious guest to 
speak after the meal as well as toasts, given by commoners 
and guests. These include a toast to the “immortal memory of 
John O’Gaunt”. 

After the meal the “shoeing of the Colts” takes place. The 
Blacksmith appears, space is cleared, and all newcomers 
are seized. This is an initiation ceremony for all guests that 
attend the luncheon for the fi rst time. It is the solemn duty of 
the Blacksmith to see that all colts or fi rst-time attendees are 
shod. The Blacksmith is assisted by willing helpers and the 

• Tuttiman 

• Ale Taster 

• Water bailiffs and Overseers of the common Port 
Down. These are commoners who have been 
Tuttimen and Ale tasters, and they are responsible, 
along with the trustees for the management and 
upkeep of the fi shery and common

• Bailiff – The person in charge of law and order in 
the town

• Portrieve – The person in charge of the 
commoners’ Quit rent role

• Constable - the most senior role of all 
commoners. This is a prestigious position, and 
ultimately makes decisions based on the advice of 
all the offi ce holders and trustees. 

Other roles include Steward of the Hocktide court, 
Bellman and assistant bailiff, three keepers of the 
keys, Blacksmith, tasters of fl esh and fi sh, searchers 
and sealers of leather, and Hayward. 

All these roles are voluntary and with no 
remuneration. 

THE ROLES OF OFFICE
(IN ASCENDING ORDER)



After the meal the “shoeing of the Colts” takes place. 
The Blacksmith appears, space is cleared, and all 
newcomers are seized. This is an initiation ceremony for 
all guests that attend the luncheon for the first time. 
It is the solemn duty of the Blacksmith to see that all 
colts or first-time attendees are shod. The Blacksmith is 
assisted by willing helpers and the victim is up-ended, 
whilst the Blacksmith drives a nail into the sole of their 
shoe until they cry “Punch”. They are then released to 
offer a cash contribution towards the supply of the 
Plantagenet punch. 

After lunch the Tuttimen are sent on their way, and the 
Constable invites everyone across the road to the Three 
Swans Hotel, where more beer is served, along with 
anchovies on toast. Traditionally anchovies were served 
because they are salty and encouraged guests to drink 
more alcohol!

The Tuttimen continue their duties which include a visit 
to the John O’Gaunt pub, owned by the Town and Manor. 

Their final port of call at 9pm, is the Three Swans Hotel   
Here they are greeted by the Constable, trustees, and 

office holders, along with remaining guests. They are 
given a rapturous welcome and a final drink from the 
Constable. 

It has been known for Tuttimen to requisition 
wheelbarrows for the final journey to the Three Swans, 
after 12 hours of arduous duty!

“Hocktide is almost over for another year. There is an 
incredible amount of effort that goes into the planning 
of this event. On the following Friday, Court Leet is 
held. This is where the office holders are sworn in for 
the ensuing year. The final event is “Constable’s Sunday” 
takes place at St Lawrence’s church. The Constable, 
trustees and officers together with various organisations 
from the town parade from the Corn Exchange to the 
church, led by the Hungerford Town Band, to celebrate 
with the congregation a year in the life of the community 
of Hungerford”.

Ellie Dickins Constable, April  2017
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Tuttimen Lesley Bradley and Bruce Mayhew, being guided by the 
Orange Man, Jim Scarlett

Revd. Mike Saunders with Constable Ellie Dickins and Steward of the 
Hocktide Court, Greg Furr on Constable’s Sunday After the meal the “shoeing of the Colts” takes place. 

The Blacksmith appears, space is cleared, and all 
newcomers are seized. This is an initiation ceremony for 
all guests that attend the luncheon for the first time. 
It is the solemn duty of the Blacksmith to see that all 
colts or first-time attendees are shod. The Blacksmith is 
assisted by willing helpers and the victim is up-ended, 
whilst the Blacksmith drives a nail into the sole of their 
shoe until they cry “Punch”. They are then released to 
offer a cash contribution towards the supply of the 
Plantagenet punch. 

After lunch the Tuttimen are sent on their way, and the 
Constable invites everyone across the road to the Three 
Swans Hotel, where more beer is served, along with 
anchovies on toast. Traditionally anchovies were served 
because they are salty and encouraged guests to drink 
more alcohol!

The Tuttimen continue their duties which include a visit 
to the John O’Gaunt pub, owned by the Town and Manor. 

Their final port of call at 9pm, is the Three Swans Hotel   
Here they are greeted by the Constable, trustees, and 

office holders, along with remaining guests. They are 
given a rapturous welcome and a final drink from the 
Constable. 

It has been known for Tuttimen to requisition 
wheelbarrows for the final journey to the Three Swans, 
after 12 hours of arduous duty!

“Hocktide is almost over for another year. There is an 
incredible amount of effort that goes into the planning 
of this event. On the following Friday, Court Leet is 
held. This is where the office holders are sworn in for 
the ensuing year. The final event is “Constable’s Sunday” 
takes place at St Lawrence’s church. The Constable, 
trustees and officers together with various organisations 
from the town parade from the Corn Exchange to the 
church, led by the Hungerford Town Band, to celebrate 
with the congregation a year in the life of the community 
of Hungerford”.

Ellie Dickins Constable, April  2017

© Copyright 2018. All rights reserved. All trademarks acknowledged.
Photos reproduced by kind permission of XXXXX

Hocktide AT HUNGERFORD

After the meal the “shoeing of the Colts” takes place. 
The Blacksmith appears, space is cleared, and all 
newcomers are seized. This is an initiation ceremony for 
all guests that attend the luncheon for the first time. 
It is the solemn duty of the Blacksmith to see that all 
colts or first-time attendees are shod. The Blacksmith is 
assisted by willing helpers and the victim is up-ended, 
whilst the Blacksmith drives a nail into the sole of their 
shoe until they cry “Punch”. They are then released to 
offer a cash contribution towards the supply of the 
Plantagenet punch. 

After lunch the Tuttimen are sent on their way, and the 
Constable invites everyone across the road to the Three 
Swans Hotel, where more beer is served, along with 
anchovies on toast. Traditionally anchovies were served 
because they are salty and encouraged guests to drink 
more alcohol!

The Tuttimen continue their duties which include a visit 
to the John O’Gaunt pub, owned by the Town and Manor. 

Their final port of call at 9pm, is the Three Swans Hotel   
Here they are greeted by the Constable, trustees, and 

office holders, along with remaining guests. They are 
given a rapturous welcome and a final drink from the 
Constable. 

It has been known for Tuttimen to requisition 
wheelbarrows for the final journey to the Three Swans, 
after 12 hours of arduous duty!

“Hocktide is almost over for another year. There is an 
incredible amount of effort that goes into the planning 
of this event. On the following Friday, Court Leet is 
held. This is where the office holders are sworn in for 
the ensuing year. The final event is “Constable’s Sunday” 
takes place at St Lawrence’s church. The Constable, 
trustees and officers together with various organisations 
from the town parade from the Corn Exchange to the 
church, led by the Hungerford Town Band, to celebrate 
with the congregation a year in the life of the community 
of Hungerford”.

Ellie Dickins Constable, April  2017
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victim is up-ended, whilst the Blacksmith drives a nail into 
the sole of their shoe until they cry “Punch”. They are then 
released to offer a cash contribution towards the supply of 
the Plantagenet punch. 

After lunch the Tuttimen are sent on their way, and the 
Constable invites everyone across the road to the Three Swans 
Hotel, where more beer is served, along with anchovies on 
toast. Traditionally anchovies were served because they are 
salty and encouraged guests to drink more alcohol!

The Tuttimen continue their duties which include a visit to 
the John O’Gaunt pub, owned by the Town and Manor. 

Their fi nal port of call at 9pm, is the Three Swans Hotel   
Here they are greeted by the Constable, trustees, and offi ce 
holders, along with remaining guests. They are given a 
rapturous welcome and a fi nal drink from the Constable. 

It has been known for Tuttimen to requisition wheelbarrows 
for the fi nal journey to the Three Swans, after 12 hours of 
arduous duty!

“Hocktide is almost over for another year. An incredible 
amount of effort goes into the planning of this event. On 
the following Friday, Court Leet is held. This is where the 
offi ce holders are sworn in for the ensuing year. The fi nal 
event is “Constable’s Sunday”. The service takes place at 
St Lawrence’s Church. The Constable, trustees and offi cers 
together with various organisations within the town parade 
from Corn Exchange to the church, led by the Hungerford 
Town Band; to celebrate with the congregation a year in the 
life of the community of Hungerford”.

Ellie Dickins Constable 2017
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